Aerosolized biologic toxins as agents of warfare and terrorism.
Incomplete participation in the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention treaty and noncompliance by several signatory nations makes the malicious use of aerosolized biologic toxins a continuing threat. Unfortunately,prompt diagnosis of toxin exposure may be confounded by a paucity of pathognomonic features and limited diagnostics, but the scenario of patients presenting en masse with a similar pulmonary syndrome should alert the clinician to the possibility of aerosolized toxin exposure. As knowledge of these agents increases, so too should the capabilities for detection,protection, diagnosis, and therapy. This improved understanding, coupled with ongoing public education and awareness and with detailed proactive planning will provide the framework for a prepared community.